
ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

THE GOOD NEWS 
Sharing Life’s Journey by Building Our Relationships with Jesus and Each Other 

 

 
Steven Says . . . We Remember 9/11 

 

It’s been 25 years—a quarter century—from the day when that devastating attack changed our 
lives. Most of us remember where we were and what we were doing that day. Shannon and I 
recently had the opportunity to visit the Flight 93 National Memorial in Shanksville, PA.  
The memorial was built to commemorate the crash of United Flight 93, one of four aircraft 
hijacked during the September 11 attacks in 2001. It was a somber experience. We remember 
the shock, pain, sorrow, and anger that were part of all our experience on that day. 
 

This month 
churches in our 
community are 
sharing in 
commemorating 
that day. You can 
read about them and 
choose how you 
might become 
involved in articles 
on Pages 9-11 in 
this newsletter. We 
will make plans to 
toll our church bell 
that morning. I pray 
our   reflections can 

turn into positive actions that day. I am remembering how Joseph, in Genesis 45, was able to 
see the good God had brought out of his own experiences of suffering. He had been betrayed 
by his own brothers, stripped, thrown into a pit, then sold into slavery. Later, he was falsely 
accused of sexual assault and thrown into prison. But after 13 years he was able to come to a 
place of healing and forgiveness. The same God who worked in Joseph’s life is working in 
ours. Let us be open to the healing and grace of God in the midst of our 9/11 reflections.  
 
Steven Says, Let us look for the hand of God in all of our life experiences. 
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SERVICES 
Services are livestreamed on our YouTube channel via our website.  
 

Our final 9:00am Summer service will he held on September 6. 
After Labor Day, we return to our 10:15am worship schedule. 

 
September 6 | Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost    Final 9:00am service of the summer 

Text: Exodus 12:1-14 
Guest Preacher:  Mary Beth Baringer 
Sermon: Remember the Passover 
Today we remember the way God delivered the Hebrew children from their Egyptian 
oppressors and the special meal he gave them with which to commemorate it. Some meals 
are not only good for your body—they’re good for your memory, too! 
               

September 13 | Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost   Return to 10:15am worship time, choir returns 
Text: Exodus 14:19-31 
Sermon: A Song to Celebrate   
Last week we learned about a meal 
God gave the children of Israel to 
help them remember how God had 
saved them. This week we learn 
about the first song and the first 
dance recorded in the Bible. They 
were used to celebrate God’s 
powerful act of saving his people 
from the Egyptians. 
.  

September 20 | Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  
Texts: Exodus 16:2-15 
Sermon: I Will Rain Down Bread from Heaven 
Saved from slavery in Egypt and the wrath of Pharaoh, the singing and celebrating of the 
Israelites soon turned to complaining and grumbling when food became scarce. In a 
pattern that would repeat during the 40 years in the wilderness, the people complained to 
Moses, Moses prayed to God, and God answered and miraculously took care of his 
people. Let’s look for “manna” that God is raining from heaven for us today. 
 

September 27 | Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
Text: Exodus 17:1-7 
Sermon: Massah and Meribah: Testing and Quarreling   
As the Children of Israel traveled in the wilderness on their way to the Promised Land, 
they were rarely “happy campers.” At almost every turn there was an obstacle, an 
inconvenience, or an inconvenience. In today’s text the people go beyond merely 
grumbling and begin actively quarreling with Moses so much that the place where God 
provided fresh water for them came to be called not “flowing water” or “fresh spring,” but 
“quarrel.” Is there a clue to how to approach things differently? 
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THE UPPER ROOM 

Copies of the September - October issue of The 
Upper Room daily devotional guide books are 
available in the Narthex. Please feel free to take one 
to strengthen your daily walk with God. The Upper 
Room is a global ministry dedicated to supporting 
the spiritual life of Christians seeking to know and 
experience God more fully. It is published in more 
than 35 languages and 100 countries around the 
world. The daily meditations are written by readers 
of the magazine and others interested in sharing 
their faith experiences through writing.  
 

From its beginnings in 1935 as a daily devotional 
guide, The Upper Room has grown to include 
publications, programs, prayer support, and other 
resources to help believers of all ages and 
denominations move to a deeper level of faith  
and service. 

 

 WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

I am continually impressed by our Wednesday Bible 
Study Group. They have such a hunger for God’s Word 
and ask excellent questions. If you’re available during 
the day and would like to grow in your understanding 
of God and God’s Word, this is the place for you.  

All are welcome! Feel free to just drop in and see  
what it’s all about. We meet on Wednesdays from  
2:00 to 3:30. You can bring your own bible or borrow  
one. And if you’re looking to purchase a new Bible,  
share what you’re looking for in a Bible and I’ll be  
glad to make a recommendation. 

-Pastor Steven 
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ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

A sign-up sheet is posted in the Narthex to sign up to sponsor altar 
flowers. If you are sponsoring flowers in honor of a person or a 
special occasion, such as a birthday or anniversary, please call or 
email the office with the information you would like in the bulletin 
by Tuesday of the week you are sponsoring the flowers.   
 

St. Paul’s provides silk flowers on the altar at no charge; however, 
if you’d like to purchase real flowers you may pay a florist directly 
to do so. We strongly recommend Perkasie Florist (101 N. 5th St., 
Perkasie) for real flowers as they have inserts for our vases and will 
deliver your flowers to the church. They are happy to accommodate  
color choice.  
 

Order at least one week in advance: 215-257-7011. 

                      
BAKING ENTHUSIASTS  

CCC IS CALLING YOU 
 

There are now two ways you can sign-up for CCC. 
You can volunteer to host any Sunday by going into 
our website and going to the “forms” section where 
CCC is listed and sign-up there or you can sign-up 
using the clipboard located in Fretz Hall at the 
coffee station. Now that Summer is winding down 
we look forward to enjoying the upcoming Sunday 
Worship Services along with conversation and tasty 
treats from our fellow St. Paul’s Bakers. 
 
 

CONSISTORY CORNER 
 

Highlights from the August Consistory Meeting: 
 

Finance - The increase in the cost of heating oil and the $500/week decrease in weekly 
donations is creating a significant financial strain. The Finance Team has proposed an 
amendment to the Endowment document recommending an increase in the amount 
allocated to supplement the operating budget. this will be voted on at a congregational 
meeting scheduled for September 13, 2026. 
Building - Boiler inspection has been completed and is good for three years.  The roof of 
the bridge needs to be replaced. The replacement of the flat roof over the Christian 
Education wing will be postponed until spring 2027.  
Technology - Jim is pursuing quotes to upgrade our sound system. 
Facility Usage - Perennials event on August 27th.   
Upcoming dates to note - Return to worship at 10:15 am will begin on September 13th. 
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 SEARCH TEAM NEWS 

 

 From the Search Team:  

As we begin to revise and edit the work we have 
completed so far, we appreciate your continued prayers. 
We hope to soon be able to add the financial reports that 
our treasurer, Jim Chrastina is preparing for us. Then we 
will be ready to send our Local Church Profile to Rev. 
Kevin McLemore, Pastor Steven, and Consistory for 
review and approval this fall. Stay tuned! 

 
 

         PENNRIDGE CROP WALK 
 

Please save the date for the Pennridge CROP Hunger Walk on 
Sunday October 11th, 2026. We will need walkers and sponsors 
to help end hunger in our community and the world. 
 
Robin Frank 
St. Paul's CROP Walk Coordinator 

 
   

 
 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL  
                 MEETING 
 

Please be advised that Consistory is requesting a 
Congregational Meeting to be held after the  
10:15am worship service on September 13, 2026.  
This will be our first service starting at the normal time. 
Consistory will present an Endowment amendment 
needed to help our present financial situation. Copies of 
the amendment will be available for you to review at 
church by Sunday, August 30. 
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CHOIR NEWS 
 

Praise The Lord! 
Sing to the Lord a new song. 
Sing His praises in the assembly of the faithful.   
-Psalm 149 vs. 1, NLT 
 
 

Weekly Wednesday night (7pm) choir rehearsals start on September 9th.  I’m looking 
forward to seeing our veteran choir members when we resume for the new choir season 
and also new voices are needed and welcome!  No experience necessary!  We rehearse for 
about an hour each Wednesday evening and it is fun time of singing, learning and 
fellowship.  As I have mentioned several times over the past several years, please consider 
joining us even if you can’t commit to every week or the entire season.   As much as 
possible, I try to make our rehearsal schedules accommodating to our modern hectic lives.  
 

I’ll start choosing anthems soon; as usual I will try to include a mix of “old favorites” and 
more modern anthems as well---some perhaps becoming “new favorites.”   Last month I 
shared a piece on the importance of choir.  Here I share another social media post that 
somebody recently shared with me on the topic of the songs we sing: 
 

Some churches don’t sing old songs anymore.  Not because they’re bad.  Because they’re 
old. And that should concern us. The modern church has developed a quiet addiction. New 
songs. New sounds. New releases. New arrangements. Every few months we replace what 
we just learned. And they call it “fresh.” But faith was never meant to live on a release 
cycle. The church didn’t survive 2,000 years because it kept reinventing the soundtrack. It 
survived because it kept remembering.  
 

Older songs are not outdated. They’re monuments. Markers in the story of God and His 
people. Songs written in revival. Songs sung in suffering. Songs sung when the church 
needed language of faith. When a church stops singing older songs, something subtle 
happens. The collective memory of the congregation starts to shrink. Worship becomes 
about what’s trending and here’s the uncomfortable truth. A church that only sings new 
songs slowing forgets its own story. Because the songs that carried people through cancer, 
loss and through doubt quietly disappear. 
 

A 25-year-old song might feel old to a worship leader. But to the widow in the third row, 
it’s the song she sang at her husband’s funeral. To the man in recovery, it’s the song he 
sang the night he gave his life to Jesus. These songs aren’t old. They’re anchors. The goal 
of worship was never to keep up with the moment. It as to form the people of God. 
Formation requires repetition. Memory. Roots.  
 

The church should sing new songs. Scripture tells us to. But if we only sing new songs, we 
are discipling people to believe that newer means better. Healthy churches don’t just chase 
new songs. They sing the songs that shaped the faith of the people in it. 
  
Please come make a joyful noise with us! 
Chris Ziegenfuss, Choir Director 
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    RAMPACKS AND THE WASHINGTON HOUSE 

      This September the Washington House is supporting RamPacks!! 

 

 
Donate $5 when dining any day in September and 

      the Washington House will reward your kindness       
with a $10 gift card!   

 

The Washington House is also matching  
customer donations. 
 

Thank you Washington House!   
 

 
 
 

 
FOSTERING HOPE 

 
Back to School Success! 

 

We are so grateful to have helped 70 youth get ready for a great 
school year! 44 youth were served at our Back-to-School Open Shop 
and 26 youth were served at our Back-to-School-Supply Pop Up 
Shop. Seeing kids and families leave with the supplies they need to 
start the school year feeling prepared and confident is what it's all 
about. A huge thank you to our incredible volunteers, donors, 
supporters, and everyone who helped make these shops possible 
AND a special thank you to the generous donation from St. Paul’s 
Endowment Fund! We truly appreciate being able to use our space 
at St. Paul’s to help foster families in Upper Bucks. 

 
   BELL CHOIR  

 
     Hand Bell Choir Rehearsal will resume on  
     Monday, October 5th, at 7:00pm.   

        

         

 $10 
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                      THANK YOU 
We received a Certificate from our Keystone 
Conference UCC Executive Conference 
Minister, Rev. Carrie Call. In the letter and the 
certificate (which is posted in the Narthex), St. 
Paul’s is thanked for contributing to all 5 special 
mission offerings of the United Church of Christ 
in 2025.  She reminds us that “what no single 
congregation could accomplish alone becomes 
possible when we act together.”  She 
acknowledges that our generosity is an 
expression of our faith and a reminder that the 
Church is strongest hen we care for one another 
and for the world God loves. Thanks to your 
generosity, St. Paul’s is “5 for 5”! 

 
 

THANKS FROM PERKASIE PARK 
  

Dear Friends at St. Paul’s UCC: 
 

Thank you again for your participation in our Summer Church Program @ Perkasie Park.  
We have a feeling of utmost appreciation for St. Paul’s many years of involvement with  
the Park.  
 
Much love and gratefulness. 
Ruth Gantz 
Chair of Religious Committee 

 
 

  JERUSALEM EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
  Celebrates 200th Anniversary 

 
We received notice from our neighbor 
Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
that they are celebrating the Church’s 
200thAnniversary on September 19, 2026. 
The Service will begin at 1:00 pm with 
Holy Communion and at 2:30 pm there will 
be a Congregational History Open House 
with light refreshments being served. The 
address for Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran 
Church is 733 Ridge Road, Sellersville, PA  
18920  (215) 257-9423. There will be a 
spcial nonperishable Collection for 
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Pennridge FISH of 200 pounds of food for 200 years. All are invited to attend and 
participate. 

                   REMEMBERING 9/11: 25 YEARS LATER 
 
On September 11, 2001, the United States 
was attacked. The attacks were a 
coordinated series of four hijackings by 
members of the terrorist group al-Qaeda that 
struck the World Trade Center, the 
Pentagon, and a field in Pennsylvania, 
killing nearly 3,000 people. The militants 
hijacked four commercial airplanes and used 
the planes as weapons against major U.S. 
landmarks. Both World Trade Center towers 
collapsed within hours, destroying much of 
Lower Manhattan and causing massive 
casualties among civilians and first 
responders. The nearly 3,000 people who 
were killed included office workers, airline 
passengers, firefighters, police officers, and 
all 19 hijackers. It remains the deadliest 
terrorist attack on American soil. 

 
In response to the attacks the airspace above the United States was closed and flights in 
the air were forced to land as quickly as possible. 
 

One location, Gander, Newfoundland, accepted 38 diverted international flights carrying 
nearly 7,000 passengers and crew, effectively doubling the town's population of 10,000, 
due to the closure of U.S. airspace. Residents housed, fed, and comforted these "come 
from aways" for five days in schools, churches, and homes, providing over 20,000 meals 
daily.  
 

The incredible hospitality inspired numerous lifelong friendships and the hit Broadway 
musical, Come From Away.  
 
One traveler, Kevin Tuerff, describes the experience of his stay in Gander in the book 
Channel of Peace. Inspired by the hospitality that he received, on the anniversary of this 
tragic event, Tuerff gave each employee of his company $100 to do Acts of Kindness for 
others.  
 

From this small beginning, Tuerff formed the organization Pay It Forward 9/11. Pay It 
Forward 9/11 is a non-profit organization that challenges people to perform random acts 
of kindness for strangers every September to honor the victims and heroes of the 
September 11 terrorist attacks. The initiative aims to counter hatred, restore a sense of 
global community, and replicate the widespread spirit of unity felt in the immediate 
aftermath of the tragedy.  
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PAY IT FORWARD 9/11: ACTS OF KINDNESS 
 

On this twenty-fifth anniversary of the horrible attacks, we want to highlight the acts 
of kindness that were shown by the Gander community and encourage you to 
perform a random act of kindness for someone to honor the lives lost and the heroes 
who helped others on 9/11. 
 
1. Call a friend that you haven’t 

spoken to for a while 
2. Send a letter to a grandparent 
3. Send flowers to a friend 
4. Offer to pick up some groceries 

for your elderly neighbor 
5. Send someone a handwritten note 
6. Offer to babysit for a friend 
7. Walk your friend’s dog 
8. Tell your family members how 

much you love and appreciate 
them 

9. Help your parents with 
household chores 

10. Help a friend get active 
11. Make someone laugh 
12. Offer to cook for a friend or 

family member 
13. Make a cup of tea for a friend or 

family member 
14. Help with a household chore at 

home or for a friend 
15. Host an informal get together and 

invite your neighbors to get to 
know each other 

16. Tell someone you know that you 
are proud of them 

17. Tell someone you know why you 
are thankful for them 

18. Send a motivational text to a 
friend who is struggling 

19. Send someone you know a joke 
to cheer them up 

20. Send someone you know a 
picture of a cute animal 

21. Send an inspirational quote to a 
friend 

22. Send an interesting article to a 
friend 

23. Put a surprise note or drawing on 
someone’s desk 

24. Contact someone you haven’t 
seen in a while and arrange to 
meet face to face 

25. Engage in conversation with a 
shop assistant when paying at the 
till 

26. Spend time playing with your pet 
27. Sign up to do voluntary work in 

your local community 
28. Reach out to spend time with a 

friend, family member or 
neighbor who is experiencing 
loneliness 

29. Have a clear out and take items 
to a charity shop 

30. Make and send a care package to 
someone who needs it 

31. Donate to a charity 
32. Offer to pick up a friend or 

family member from work 
33. Make a cup of tea for your 

colleagues 
34. Get to know the new staff 

member 
35. Lend your ear - listen to your 

colleague who is having a bad 
day 

36. Say good morning 
37. Bake a cake for your colleagues 
38. Give praise to your colleague for 

something they’ve done well 
39. If it’s raining – lend someone 

your umbrella 
40. Take someone out for lunch 

instead of eating at your desk 
41. Give up your seat to an elderly, 

disabled or pregnant person 
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42. Let someone jump in the queue 
at the supermarket 

43. Take a minute to help someone 
who is lost 

44. Have a conversation with 
someone who is experiencing 
homelessness 

45. Help a mother carrying her push 
chair down the stairs or hold the 
door for her 

46. Let a fellow driver merge into 
your lane 

47. Pick up some rubbish lying 
around in the street 

48. Smile and say hello to people 
you may pass every day, but 
have never spoken to before 

49. Return a lost item to its owner 
50. Pop into a coffee shop and ask to 

pay for a coffee to give to 
someone later that day for free 

 

    
 

PERENNIALS PATRIOTIC BINGO DAY  

 
On Thursday, August 27, about 2 dozen seniors gathered for the quarterly Perennials event. This time it 
was Patriotic trivia contests, bingo, patriotic music, and a picnic lunch sponsored by our Growth and 
Hospitality Team. Several people asked for Nancy Moyer’s baked beans recipe (see below). 
 

 
 
 
  

 

 
  

  
Nancy’s Baked Beans 
 

1 can Bush’s Baked Beans 
1/3 lb. bacon (cooke & chopped)  
1/2 cup Grandma’s Molasses 
1/3 cup ketchup 
1/3 cup brown sugar 
 

Bake 1 ½ hours in oven at 350º  
or 4 hours in crockpot 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
OCTOBER NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS DUE 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2026 
 

CONSISTORY 

 

       Rick Moyer, President 
Jim Chrastina, Treasurer 

   Nancy Ziegenfuss, Secretary 
 

 Scott Huff, Vice-President 
 Chris Fosbenner 
 Lori Milkowich 

McKenna Milkowich Youth Rep  
            Clarence Runkle 
         Mary Beth Barringer 

Consistory minutes are available in the Narthex 
 

 

 

 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Dr. Steven Simpson, Interim Pastor   pastorsteven@stpaulsucc.net 
Office Hours: Wednesdays or by appointment         610-858-0921 
Cathy Vogeding, Church Secretary    cathy@stpaulsucc.net  
Office Hours: Generally, Wednesdays & Thursdays  215-257-7268 
Nathan Gulla, Organist      nathan@stpaulsucc.net 
Cindy Bibic, Financial Secretary     cindy@stpaulsucc.net 
Christopher Ziegenfuss, Choir Director    chris@stpaulsucc.net 
Peter Ziegenfuss, Handbell Choir Director   peter@stpaulsucc.net 

 
 
  

 

9/3    Kathryn Clark 

         Dylan Ferris 

         Bonnie Hayden 

9/7    George Schmidt, Jr. 

9/8    Jim Chrastina    

         Chris Ferris    

         Lauren Hendricks 

 

 

9/12    Ella Ferris  

9/14    Gregory Landis 

        Arlene Peters 

9/15    Clarence Runkle 

9/16    Rowyn Wells 

9/17    Megan Ferris 

 

9/19   Lucy Chrastina 

9/21   Julius Hayden, IV 

9/24   Braylon Stokes 

9/25   Angela Kelly 

9/28   Donna Huff 

 

 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

                                1 2                           3                            4 5 

  
 
 
 

Prayer Shawl      
1:00 - 3:00pm  

 
Finance 

Committee 
7:00pm  

 

 
 
 

NO Bible Study 
 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Just for Kicks 
8:00 – 11:00 

6 7 8 9  11 12 

        Worship 
        9:00am 

 
 

 

 
 

      HOLIDAY

 
    LABOR DAY 
 

Consistory 
7:00pm  

 
Search Team  

7:00pm 

 
Bible Study 

2:00pm 
 
 
 

Choir 7:00pm 

 
Just for Kicks 

4:30 – 8:30 
 
 

             

 13 14 15 16 17                          18 19 

       Worship  
        10:15am 
 

Congregational 
Meeting after 

Worship 
 

 

 
Just for Kicks 

4:30 – 8:30 
 

 
 

 
Prayer Shawl      
1:00–3:00pm 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Bible Study 
2:00pm 

 
Choir 7:00pm 

 

 
Just for Kicks 

4:30 – 8:30 
 
 

2525     Just for Kicks 
8:00 – 11:00 

 
Upper Bucks 

North Penn UCC 
Leaders Meeting 

9:30 – 12:00  
@ St. Stephen’s 

 

     20 21 22 23 24                          25 26 

 Worship        
10:15am 

 
 
 

Just for Kicks 
4:30 – 8:30 

 

 
 
 

Bible Study 
2:00pm 

 

 

Newsletter 
Submissions Due 

 
Choir 7:00pm 

 

Just for Kicks 
4:30 – 8:30 

 
 

RamPacks 
Board Meeting 

6:00pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

27 28 29 30    

Worship        
10:15am 

 
 

Confirmation 
6:30-8:00 

 
Just for Kicks 

4:30 – 8:30 
 

 
Prayer Shawl 
1:00 – 3:00pm 

 
 
 

 
Bible Study 

2:00pm 
 
 

Choir 7:00pm 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2026  

Services are livestreamed on our YouTube channel via our website. 
Summer Worship will be held at 9:00am in the sanctuary every Sunday.  

 

 

 2026  Services are livestreamed on our YouTube channel via our website.    

 


